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WHAT KIND OF NAME IS “THE LAKE REGION SOMETHING”? 
 

I am an avid reader of murder mystery novels.  I do admit I don’t read as much as I used 
to, or would like to, but when I do nowadays it is usually what is known as “cozies” - a sub-
genre of crime fiction in which sex and violence are downplayed or treated humorously, and 
the crime and detection take place in a small, socially intimate community. 
 

Over the years I have read mystery series where the “detective” was - 
 

* an investment banker, 

* real-life public celebrities (in fictional adventures)   

* members of the clergy – a Rabbi, a Methodist (assumed) minister, and a priest – and, 

* cats and dogs as important members of the investigative “team”.  
  

One of the mystery series with detecting cats was “The Cat Who . . .” books by Lilian Jackson 
Braun, featuring a reporter named Jim Qwilleran and his amazing Siamese cats, Kao K'o-
Kung (Koko for short) and Yum Yum.  Like me, Qwilleran was originally from a big 
metropolitan city and, a few books into the series, moved to quaint rural Moose County ("400 
miles north of everywhere").  He wrote a column titled “The Qwill Pen” in the local newspaper 
“The Moose County Something”. 
 

So, the title of this blog is a tip of the hat to Lillian Jackson Braun and her hero Jim Qwilleran. 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

FOOD GLORIOUS FOOD 
 

I moved from a large metropolitan city (Jersey City NJ) to a tiny village in “the boonies” 
(Hawley PA) 10 years ago.  What amazes me about my new home is that in the perhaps 1/3 
of a mile that is “downtown” Hawley there are three high class upscale NYC-style restaurants 
– more than there were in the section of Jersey City where I previously lived!   
 

And if you consider the entire Hawley/Lake Wallenpaupack area there are even more 
excellent high-end dining choices – three that I visit regularly. 
  

If you start at my home and walk into downtown Hawley, heading west on Route 6, the first 
of the three high class options on Main Street is THE RIDGE ITALIAN BAR AND GRILLE in 
the Hotel Belvedere.  A block away and across the street is RAVYN & ROBYN in what was 
a bank when I came here in the summers as a youth. The restaurant’s “wine cellar” is the 
old bank vault.  At the end of downtown, across from Bingham Park, is SETTLERS INN. 
 

http://www.theridgerestaurant.org/
http://www.ravynandrobynfoodandwine.com/
https://thesettlersinn.com/restaurant


The food and service at all 3 choices is excellent.  However, while I visit R&R and SETTLERS 
INN occasionally, my favorite is THE RIDGE (www.theridgerestaurant.org/index.html), 
owned and operated by Dave and Beth Rossitto.  I dine there at least every other week.  It 
is open for dinner at 3PM Wednesday through Sunday.  There is a special “early bird” menu 
on Wednesday and Thursday from 3:00-4:45 PM.  And there is also a take-out window.   
 
Reservations are a must - (570) 226-2600.  I am an early diner – usually booking a table 
for 5PM. 
 

A sign on the window reads, “We treat our staff like family and customers like guests in our 
home”.  They treat the staff like family because the staff IS family.  Dave is the chef, aided 
in the kitchen by son John.  Beth is the manager and sometime hostess.  Before embarking 
on their new careers, the three daughters – Gina, Marissa and Alicia - were waitresses, 
bartenders and hostesses.  John also did a stint “behind the stick”.  And before COVID Alicia 
would sing on week-ends.  Marissa’s soon to be husband still works in the kitchen and as a 
serving assistant; so did Gina’s then fiancé and now husband when I first started coming to 
the Ridge.   
 

And as a patron I am truly treated like a guest and a friend of the family – literally greeted 
by all when I visit.  A while ago while seated at the bar every staff person who passed said, 
“hello, Robert”.  The person seated next to me at the bar, a stranger, told me, “You must 
be somebody since everyone here knows you”. 
 

I especially like the large variety of daily specials – both appetizers and entrees.  And on 
Sunday there is always “Sunday Sauce”.  I love Dave’s Chicken Carbonara, Johnny’s Veal 
Parmigiana (with prosciutto and vodka sauce) and Joey’s Escargot Napolitano appetizer.  And 
the “regular” menu items are also special.  The entrees and appetizers, more plentiful than 
at the two other downtown restaurants, are often unique family recipes – and are cooked to 
order.  I have tried many new things for the first time here and have never been 
disappointed.  Expect to spend some time when dining here – you will not be in and out in 
an hour. 
 

Part of the charm of the Ridge is the way the wait staff describes the preparation of the 
specials in such detail and passion – it is like a theatrical performance, not the usual just 
reading off the back of the order pad.   
 

There is also a good selection of special house cocktails along with old favorites.  A Stinger 
on the rocks is my “usual” when dining there.  
 

For more casual dining on Main Street there is JOE AND LORENZO’S RESTAURANT AND 
PIZZERIA, LAKE WALLY CAFE and the new CRAZY COUNTRY CLUB (serving, according 
to their advertising, warm beer and lousy food and voted worst food in Wayne County – I 
have not tried it yet).  And down at the end of Church Street is CORA’S 1850’s BISTRO. 
 

And a few miles outside of town I often enjoy dinner at GRESHAM’S CHOP HOUSE, THE 
BOAT HOUSE and THE DOCK AT SILVER BIRCHES, all with views of Lake Wallenpaupack. 
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CHECK OUT MY BLOG THE WANDERING TAX PRO 
 

ONLINE AT  
http:/wanderingtaxpro.blogspot.com 
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AMERICA’S GREATEST THREAT 
  
The greatest threat facing America today is not ISIS, Russia or China.  It is not inflation, 
immigration or COVID.  The greatest threat to the future of America and American 
democracy is today’s Republican Party. 
 

Today’s Republican Party is controlled by the racist and repressive so-called “evangelicals” 
of the Religious Right, has been bought and paid for by the despicable NRA, and has 
completely embraced malignant narcissist and wannabe dictator Trump and his lies. 
 

In the history of our country no one single individual has done more damage to 
America, the American people, American values and American democracy than 
Donald Trump.  The one and only accomplishment of the Trump presidency was to 
embolden, empower and “legitimize” hatred, racism, bigotry, and white supremacy. 
 

The political divide in America today is NOT liberal vs conservative - it is intelligence 
(Democrat) vs ignorance (Republican). By embracing Trump and his lies and the Religious 
Right the Republican Party has abandoned all integrity, credibility and honor and 
totally abandoned all true conservative and “traditional” Republican philosophy 
and policy.  The agenda of today’s Republican Party is contrary to true conservatism.  The 
only voters the Republican Party is interested in representing are the ignorant racists that 
make up Trump’s core cult.  Sadly, true conservatives and traditional Republicans no longer 
have any voice in American politics today 
 

Winston Churchill has been credited with saying that if you are not a liberal by age 20 you 
have no heart and if you are not a conservative by age 40 you have no head.  I believe, at 
age 68, I have both heart and head.  I support fiscal responsibility in government and do 
not believe the answer to all our problems is to tax the rich simply because they can afford 
it – but I recognize the need to work together with our international allies whenever possible 
and for programs that address the social and economic problems of our citizens.  Today’s 
Republican Party has neither heart nor head – no empathy and no intelligence. 
 

There is nothing more important for the future of America and American democracy 
than that EVERY intelligent and patriotic American with a conscience – whether 
liberal, progressive, moderate, conservative, or libertarian – vote against EVERY 
Republican candidate in EVERY election at EVERY level in November.  If Republicans 
gain control of Congress and state legislatures it will be the beginning of the end of America 
as we know it. 
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LEARN HOW TO AVOID TAXES LEGALLY -  
CHECK OUT THE “TAX PLANNING RESOURCE CENTER”! 

 

GO TO - http://taxplanningresourcecenter.blogspot.com 
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WE’RE NOT IN KANSAS NEW JERSEY ANY MORE 
 

I moved from metropolitan New Jersey – across the “pond” from the Big Apple - to rural 
North East Pennsylvania a 10 years ago, going from a “blue” state to a “red” state.  Things 
are a bit different here in “the country”.  For example - 
 

http://taxplanningresourcecenter.blogspot.com/


(1) I never thought I would hear this said in a holiday season radio advertisement - 
 

“A new luger under the Christmas tree will mean a lifetime of pleasure!” 
 

The thought had never occurred to me.   
 

I realize here in the country guns and hunting are often a part of everyday life, but this still 
sounds wrong to me. 
 

(2) One day while reading the “Do Something” column of the local newspaper I came across 
the announcement for a “Manure Management Workshop”. 
 

And it had nothing to do with political public relations.   
 

(3) My first time voting as a Pennsylvania resident was the 2012 Presidential election.   
 

As I introduced myself at my polling place and was signing in the Republican challenger, who 
had overheard that I was a new PA resident, came over to welcome me, publicly announcing 
(I assume jokingly) – “Here in Pennsylvania the Republicans pay $20.00 for your vote.” 
 

My response – “I just came from Hudson County, NJ where the Democrats paid $30.00.” 
 

FYI, in Hudson County NJ it is, or at least at one time was, practically illegal not to vote 
Democrat.  And we were told by the local Democratic Party to vote early and vote often, and 
to remind our deceased relatives to also vote early and often. 
 

I was not upset or offended by the challenger’s greeting, and accepted it as a joke.  But I 
couldn’t help thinking that if he had said that to me at a Jersey City polling place he would 
have been promptly physically evicted and escorted to jail. 
 

By the way – I actually did vote Republican in that election, but never got my $20.00! (In 
2012 I voted for Mitt.  But I’d never vote for Trump, ‘cause he’s a worthless piece of ----.) 
 

(4) All kinds of weird stuff happened locally when I lived in Jersey City, and nothing I would 
read in the Jersey Journal would surprise me.  I thought I had escaped all the crazy people 
and happenings when I moved from the city to the country 
 

But what is described in the following headline, which appeared shortly after my move, never 
occurred (to my knowledge anyway) anywhere in New Jersey - 
 

“Pennsylvania Man Jumps Out of Window, Gnaws Woman’s Head in Bloody Attack.”  
 

What happened?  
 

“Richard Cimino Jr., 20, was arrested in Hawley, Pa. after he allegedly broke into a house 
before emerging from a window naked and bloody then began to chew on a passing woman’s 
head in a so-called ‘cannibal’ attack.” 
 

Fortunately, it was a truly unique incident and nothing near as bizarre has been reported 
since. 
 

Of course, now that I live in NEPA my auto insurance premiums have been cut in half (and, 
before I qualified for Medicare, so were my health insurance premiums), the total real estate 
taxes on my condo were about $600, income taxes are a flat 3.07%, the air is cleaner, life 
is more relaxed . . . the list goes on and on. 
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